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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


MARCH 
aaa 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1900: Opening of Quambatook to Ultima line. 
(100) 

1st, 1970: Term ‘Economy Class’ introduced as 
replacement for ‘Second Class’. (30) 

Ist, 1975: Closure of Stanhope to Girgarre line. 
(25) 

17th, 1880: Opening of Trentham to Daylesford 
line. (120) 

17th, 1890: Opening of Moriac to Wensleydale 
line. (110) 

18th, 1995: Ararat to Heywood broad gauge line 
closed for conversion to standard gauge. (5) 

19th, 1995: Loco R711 removed from static display 
in park near Bendigo station. (5) 

24th, 1890: Opening of Outer Circle section 
Oakleigh to Waverley Road, East Malvern. (110) 

24th, 1920: Opening of Piangil to Kooloonong 
line. (80) 

24th, 1995: Official opening of new Dandenong 
station and electrified line to Cranbourne. (5) 

25th, 1995: New North Melbourne stabling 
sidings completed and put into use for EMUs. 
(5) 

25th, 1995: Loco R711 transferred from Bendigo 
to West Coast Railway depot at Ballarat East. (5) 

1925: Double-ended 80 hp Leyland railmotor cars 
entered service on branch lines. (75) 


APRIL 
= 
ANNIVERSARIES 

7th, 1990: Commissioning at Warrnambool of 
former Mornington turntable and late 
celebration of centenary of opening of Terang - 
Warrnambool - Port Fairy line. (10) 

7th, 1995: Announcement of South Melbourne 
tram depot closure. (5) 

9th, 1970: First of batch of eight 2000 hp diesel- 
electric locos, X37, into service. (30) 

10th, 1885: Opening of Morwell to Boolarra line. 
(115) 

14th, 1995: Heywood to Portland broad gauge line 
closed for conversion to standard gauge. (5) 

15th, 1950: Closure of Bayles to Yannathan line. 
(50) 

17th, 1970: Closure of Waubra Junction to 
Ballarat Racecourse line. (30) 

18th, 1995: Melbourne NRC steel terminal 
commissioned. (5) 

20th, 1985: Westona to Laverton Junction line 
opened. (15) 

20th, 1995: Declared as Melbourne Transport Day 
- 70th anniversary of electrification of Swanston 
Street tram routes. (5) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
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EAST COAST FREIGHT LINK 


A contract has been awarded to a con- 
sortium led by Maunsell McIntyre to 
conduct a pre-feasibility study into the 
viability of a $2 billion express rail 
freight link between Melbourne and 
Brisbane. It is proposed to include a 
four-hour very fast passenger service 
from Melbourne and Sydney. 

The 1700 km link is proposed to be 
part of a larger freight link to Darwin, 
the Australian Inland Rail Expressway, 
proposed by Australian Transport and 
Energy Corridor (ATEC) 

The ATEC’s four partners in the 
feasibility are Australian Rail Track 
Corporation, NSW Rail Access Cor- 
poration, Queensland Rail and the Port 
of Brisbane. 

Mr John Anderson, Minister of 
Transport and Regional Services has 
approved the feasibility, With a 
$300,00 grant towards the total value 
of $750,000. 

It is proposed that the railway will 
run from the Port of Melbourne to 
Mangalore, then north through Shep- 
parton and Tocumwal to Narrandera 
and Temora. The route is then pro- 
posed to go north to Parkes, Dubbo, 
Narrabri and Moree, crossing the bor- 
der near Goondiwindi to the Port of 
Brisbane and Toowoomba. 

The Victorian section is one main 
issue to be resolved by the study. The 
ATEC propose the route via the 
Goulburn Valley and the Riverina on 
the way to Parkes. 

An alternative view is to upgrade the 
existing line via Albury, Wagga Wagga 
and Cootamundra. 

The link to Sydney with a four-hour 
passenger service would clash with the 
proposed VFT from Melbourne to 
Sydney, which will cover a different 
route in three hours. 


RINGWOOD STATION 
UPGRADE 


The State Government has allocated 
funding of more than $1 million for the 
redevelopment of Ringwood railway 
station and the link with the town’s 
retail precinct. 

The funding will pay for the redevel- 
opment of the railway station fore- 
court, improvements to the bus/rail 
interchange, pedestrian access and 
upgrading of the entrance to the 
library and Eastland Shopping Centre. 


ST KILDA HISTORIC 
RAILWAY STATION 
PRECINCT 


R Corporation proposes a $55 million 
redevelopment of the historic St Kilda 
railway station complex. 

The site on the corner of Canterbury 
Road and Fitzroy Street will include 
119 apartments in three four-storey 
blocks, with underground car parking, 
including 18 retail and service outlets. 

The heritage listed railway station 
will be at the centre of the project, 
creating a commuter, shopping and 
residential hub. 

The station, listed on the Victorian 
Heritage Register since 1998, was the 
last station on the St Kilda train line 
until the line’s closure in August 1981. 
Since then, it has served as a stop on 
the Met’s light rail route to the city. 


DEPARTMENT OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE 


The DOI Annual Report highlighted 
the following information: 


RAIL FRANCHISING 


m V/Line Freight was sold in May 1999 
to an international consortium, 
Freight Victoria, based on a purchase 
agreement of $163 million, which 
included a 15-year renewable lease 
to operate and maintain the country 
rail infrastructure with the under- 
taking to complete a $36 million 
upgrade program by 2001. Freight 
Victoria is targeting new business 
from bulk traffic such as paper, logs, 
sand, grain and fertiliser, as well as 
an increased share of intermodal 
market. 


m National Express won the 10-year 
contract to manage the V/Line 
Passenger franchise with a bid which 
includes $158 million for new high 
speed trains and $7 million to 
upgrade the existing fleet and 
stations. National Express will add 
an extra 140 weekly rail services in 
April 2000 and plans to boost pat- 
ronage by 74% over the next 10 
years. 


m The metropolitan franchises of Bay- 
side Trains (15 years) and Swanston 
Trams (12 years) have also been 
awarded to National Express. 
National Express will inject more 
than $1 billion into these businesses, 
with plans to increase patronage by 


BAYSIDE 
TRAINS 
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Above: 12D and an M car await departure from St Kilda station for Flinders Street 
when life then seemed to be slower and easier in the mid 1960s Wéally Andrews 


Below: An Hitachi set on a shuttle to Newport enjoys the sun in Williamstown 
platform on Tues.21.12.99 Russell Armstrong 


<=} 


84% and 40% respectively over the 
terms of the two franchises. National 
Express has contracted to invest in 
62 new trains, 59 low-floor trams, 
electronic passenger information at 
tram stops and network improve- 
ments, including the extension of 
the electrified suburban rail system 
to Sydenham, where a new station is 
to be constructed. 


m Metrolink has been awarded the 12- 
year franchise to operate Yarra 
Trams. It will spend $150 million on 
modernising the fleet, adding 31 
new low-floor trams and extending 
the Mont Albert tram service to Box 
Hill and expects to increase patron- 
age by 60%. 


m The new operator for the fifth fran- 
chise — Hillside Trains — is Mel- 
bourne Transport Enterprises (MTE) 
which will invest $490 million in 
new and upgraded trains, the revi- 
talisation of Flinders Street station 
and an additional 130 services a 
week under its 15 year agreement. 
MTE’s patronage target is a 64% 
increase over the term of the fran- 
chise. 


The franchise agreements prescribe 
the minimum service levels and perfor- 
mance targets and includes incentive 
and penalty payments to encourage 
improved performance. In addition to 
passenger rail services, each passenger 
rail business will be responsible for the 
operation and management of stations 
and safety zones, the maintenance of 
rollingstock and (for the metropolitan 
businesses) maintenance and renewal 
of infrastructure. 

Franchises will derive revenue from 
four main sources: farebox revenue; 
supplementary payments for conces- 
sion travel; a fixed subsidy and variable 
payments for passenger growth and 
operational performance. 

The franchise agreements specify the 
minimum service that the franchisee is 
required to provide. They include 
specification of first and last services, 
maximum service intervals by time 
band and maximum journey times by 
route. The Director of Public Transport 
will approve any changes to the time- 
table. 

As part of the franchising process, 
the Government transferred their own- 
ership of the existing passenger rolling- 
stock to the franchisees, with powers to 
resume control of the fleet at the end of 
the franchises. 

DOI has established the Office of 
the Director of Public Transport to 
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GENERAL NEWS 


manage the Franchise Agreements, 
Infrastructure Lease Agreements and 
to monitor the performance of oper- 
ators to ensure that passengers receive 
a high standard of service. 


AUTOMATIC TICKET 
SYSTEM 


The OneLink Metcard automated tick- 
eting was formally commissioned in 
March 1999. Approximately 300,000 
Metcard tickets are sold each day, facil- 
itating one million trips per day for the 
public transport system. 


GST 


The introduction of the GST will cut 
the use of public transport by making 
the fares higher while lowering the 
price of motor cars. The Executive 
Director of the International Asso- 
ciation of Public Transport, Mr Peter 
Moore, commented at a recent urban 
rail conference in Melbourne, that the 
GST would add nine percent to public 
transport fares. 

The Executive Director of the 
Australian Railway Association, Mr 
John Kirk, backed Mr Moore’s com- 
ments. Mr Kirk told the conference 
that the GST price effects, combined 
with business being able to claim a 
seven cents per litre tax credit on petrol 
used for business purposes, are regres- 
sive measures that will discourage pub- 
lic transport use and increase car use in 
urban areas. 

In contrast to Australia, Mr Kirk 
said, most European countries (includ- 
ing the UK) recognised the economic, 
social and environmental benefits of 
public transport and applied either a 
zero or reduced rate of GST. 


OVERLAND SERVICES 


Great Southern Railway reduced the 
Overland services on Monday and 
Tuesday nights between Melbourne 
and Adelaide in both directions for a 
limited period during February 2000 

The period from Mon.7.2 to 
Tues.29.2 inclusive the Overland oper- 
ated on Thursday, Friday and Sunday 
nights only in both directions. The 
Ghan operated as normal on Wed- 
nesdays. 


NEWPORT WORKSHOPS 
PASSES TO CLYDE 
ENGINEERING 

The ownership of Newport Workshops 
formally passed from the PTC ‘Shell’ 
to Clyde Engineering on Sat.15.1. 
Newport Workshops employees re- 


tained by Clyde resumed work after the 
Christmas break on Mon.24.1. 


END OF PTC ENGINEERING 
SERVICES 


PTC Engineering Services closed on 
Thurs.23.12 and the functions per- 
formed by this area are now the respon- 
sibility of the franchised passenger 
operators. 

PTC Engineering Services had been 
responsible for the management 
(including updates) and storage of 
technical drawings, standards and 
manuals for the metropolitan and 
country passenger fleets. 


NEW COUNTRYLINK 
TIMETABLE 


Countrylink issued a new public 
timetable book towards the end of 
1999 with an effective date of Mon. 
1.11. A photo of the Central West 
XPT appears on the cover of this issue 
which contains no major changes. 


INDIAN PACIFIC DISCOUNT 
FARE 


Between Tues.1.2 and Fri.30.6, Great 
Southern Railway are offering 30% off 
first class, holiday class and coach class 
travel on the Indian Pacific. This dis- 
count offer is being run to mark the 
30th anniversary of this train (the first 
Indian Pacific departed Sydney Central 
on Mon,23.2.1970). 


CLASSIC CARRIAGE 
RESTAURANT 


The Classic Carriage Restaurant has 
recently been inserting adverts in the 
‘food and drink’ section of the Herald 
Sun newspaper each Tuesday. The 
adverts are quite large (20 cm high x 
11 cm wide) and say the following: 

‘Dine and travel aboard the elegant 
and historic 1937 dining car. Take a 
scenic journey to Geelong and return 
while enjoying a delightful four course 
dinner accompanied by premium 
Australian wines, beer and soft drink. 

Departs Spencer Street Station every 
Friday and Saturday evening. 

Boards 7 pm Friday and 5.40 pm 
Saturday for approximately 3'/> hour 
round trip. 

Other times on application. 

Seats up to 48 for corporate or pri- 
vate functions.’ 

Classic Carriage Restaurant also main- 
tains a web site at: 
www.classic-carriage.com.au. 
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HAVE SKILLS WILL TRAVEL 
SERVICE AT SHORT NOTICE 
— Great Northern Rail Services means business — 


i n this era of high automation levels, 
economic rationalism, ‘bigger is better’ 
philosophy, privatisation and resultant 
personnel redundancy, for many the 
hope for the future lies with the ability 
to perceive opportunity. This can come 
in the form of taking over, in a cost 
effective manner, relatively small non- 
core tasks essential to the efficient 
smooth operation of big companies whose high overheads 
make it very expensive for them to perform the function 
efficiently themselves. 

The Australian rail industry has already witnessed a num- 
ber of small enterprises setting up operations to complement 
the activities of the major players. One such organisation is 
the Victorian based and family owned private company, Great 
Northern Rail Services Pty Ltd, a 100% self-funded partner- 
ship of father, Paul Moore, wife, Gayle and sons Ian and 
Stuart. Great Northern Rail (the new trading name of the 
company) is meeting the vital low profile operational needs of 
privatised and corporatised rail operators. 

In conversation with managing director Paul Moore, who 
was previously a driver instructor and locomotive inspector 
with V/Line, his keen interest in the City of Bendigo soon 


From disassembly and disposal 
of surplus locomotives, Great 
Northern altered its business 

objective to the provision of 
selected transport services at 
competitive rates 


Sid Brown 
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became apparent. The company was 
named after the Great Northern Limited 
steam hauled express pasenger train 
which sixty years ago ran the six days 
a week 09 10 Spencer Street to 
Bendigo passenger service in two and 
half hours, stopping only at Castle- 
maine. 

This association with Bendigo was 
developed further recently when the company gained the 
lease on the historic 1890s loco depot at Bendigo. In later 
years, this building has been housing the former PTC’s 
Bendigo field maintenance facility. Great Northern proposes 
to progressively upgrade the facility over the next five years to 
enable it to be used as the maintenance base for both the com- 
pany’s rollingstock and broad gauge locomotive fleets. 


A YOUNG MAN’S VISION 


Paul Moore tells of son Ian’s interest in rail when apprenticed 
as an electrical fitter, and of his purchase from the PTC in 
1992 of surplus rollingstock with the intention of scrapping 
and reclaiming of parts. Born into a railway family in north- 
west Australia where his father was driving ore trains for 
Hamersley Iron, Ian, in true entrepreneurial spirit, realised 
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that refurbishment and leasing of the surplus locomotives 
rather than the sale of scrap and parts was a more attractive 
proposition. 

With the decision made, Great Northern was incorporated 
in June 1993 and Ian purchased a further two T class broad 
gauge locomotives (T376 and T377) for full refurbishment. 
Timing was excellent as the National Rail Corporation imme- 
diately leased them in July 1994 for transfer and shunting 
duties at both their steel and the Melbourne freight terminals. 
Subsequently, the company won a contract for the supply of 
locomotives and ‘in-field’ wagon maintenance for the 
Melbourne - Adelaide rail standardisation project in Western 
Victoria, a major part of the One Nation project. This necessi- 
tated the acquisition of an additional two T class locomotives 
(T373 and T381) from the PTC. Great Northern was setting 
the foundation for its future operations. 

In June 1995, the company was successful in gaining the 
contract to provide the complete servicing for the Overland 
passenger rollingstock while stabled in Melbourne. This 
included shunting, train examination and cleaning, and 
required the purchase of additional locomotives. At this time, 
four ex-Westrail J class shunting engines were purchased. 

The following year, NRC requested Driver Only Operation 
(DOO) locomotives for their Melbourne freight terminal 
shunting. By August 1996, J102 had been extensively rebuilt 
and modified for DOO operations and on acceptance by both 
the PTULD and NRC, it entered service to become the first 
DOO shunting locomotive to operate in Victoria. Great 
Northern operations were well on the way, as was rail priva- 
tisation in Victoria. 


OPERATIONS 


The Great Northern’s experience has been that clients want 
better service, more options, competitive pricing and quick 
resolution of their transport needs. They want their goods and 
services delivered safely and on time. The requirement to be 
customer focused and be able to offer flexible and innovative 
solutions to customer needs is essential for success. 

Paul Moore describes the company as primarily a quick 
response crewing and locomotive supplier for short haul and 
‘hook and pull’ operations including freight transfer, ballast, 
rail and sleeper discharge and recovery, train examination in 
addition to locomotive leasing, terminal shunting and inter- 
modal terminal operations. The provision of crews is a growth 
part of our business with over twenty superfreighter interstate 
services a week being crewed to both Albury for FreightCorp 
and Austrac and Dimboola for ASR ( Patrick Stevedores 
Adelaide - Melbourne ‘landbridge’ services’). 

Great Northern locomotive crews are qualified between 
Junee (NSW) and Dimboola (Victoria) on the ARTC main 
standard gauge trunk line corridor and up to a 300 kilometre 
radius from Melbourne on the intrastate broad gauge net- 
work. In addition to the above-mentioned organisations, 
Great Northern locomotives and train crews provide metro- 
politan shunting and transfer services for Manildra, CRT, Toll 
and SCT. The company does not consider itself a competitor 
with the other rail operators, but rather a provider of flexible, 
cost effective and value added services, which enhance their 
ability to operate in both Melbourne and Victoria generally. 

Currently, Great Northern staff number in excess of 40 
people with over three-quarters skilled in rail operations. 
Great Northern has joined both the National Rail 
Corporation and Freight Australia as the main occupiers of the 
Melbourne freight precinct. With NRC operating out of the 
Melbourne freight terminal at South Dynon and Freight 
Victoria from North Dynon, Great Northern is based at the 
former TNT Contrans intermodal terminal situated off 
Dynon Road, North Melbourne. The terminal handles not 


GM27 on ballast duties between Cressy and 
Berrybank on Sat.29.1.00 Graham Walton 


only containers, but also grain such as canola, sorghum and 
soya bean. Terminal facilities include a 30 tonne gantry crane, 
container forklifts, handling facilities for up to 40 ft contain- 
ers and dual gauge loading and unloading tracks. Presently 
the terminal is being used as the staging point for materials 
being trans-shipped to rail for the replacement of the Flinders 
Street — Spencer Street viaducts. 


MAINTENANCE CAPABILITIES 


With locomotives in constant use in the south-west of the 
state during the Melbourne - Adelaide standardisation pro- 
ject, it was necessary for Great Northern to develop an ‘in- 
field’ mobile maintenance facility. This facility, now extended 
to include wagon maintenance, is in constant use around the 
state and supplements the depot level maintenance carried 
out in both Adelaide and Melbourne. 


The Adelaide locomotive overhaul and maintenance facility 
is situated in the erecting shop at the former South Australian 
Railways Islington workshops. Leased from Australia 
Southern Railroad, the facility is used for locomotive rebuild- 
ing and heavy maintenance. Opened in August 1998, a cadre 
of highly experienced maintenance staff augmented by spe- 
cialist sub-contractors carry out maintenance and rebuilding 
on both Great Northern locomotives and equipment, as well 
as those from other operators. Qualified automotive painters 
number amongst the current staff of nine. Work presently 
being performed included locomotive maintenance and 
repainting on the ex Australian National EL class, now owned 
by Chicago Freight Car and Leasing, Australia (CFCLA), 
painting of G class for Freight Victoria and rebuilding of 
GM10 for Great Northern use. 


The Bendigo maintenance facility is presently involved 
with the upgrading and maintenance of the 191 ex-PTC 
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GNR 
DEVELOPS 


‘History in the making’. 
T7377 and T345 on the first 
GNR train with company 
logo and crew at Newport. 
Thurs.28.1.98 Graham Walton 


GNR crews are qualified in 
a number of locomotive 
classes including 81 and CLP. 
GNR terminal October 1999 


Ian Moore 


GM27 (with GM22 behind) 
under refurbishment at the 
GNR facility in the former 
SAR Islington Workshops, 
Adelaide. October 1998 
Graham Walton 
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1345 in GNR livery assists on a works train during viaduct replacement between Spencer Street and Flinders Street 
in December 1999 Graham Walton 
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infrastructure wagons purchased in October 1999 as part of 
the PTC privatisation process. The previously mentioned ‘in- 
field’ maintenance capability is based in Bendigo and 
although it is presently supporting Great Northern oper- 
ations, it is available to other rail operators. With the City of 
Bendigo and Tourism Victoria interested in further developing 
the tourist activities in the area, it is anticipated that the 
Bendigo Locomotive Depot will become a focal point for rail 
based heritage activities in the region and these activities will 
have Great Northern’s full support. 


ACCREDITATION AND TRAINING 


Success in the provision of any safe and efficient service 
depends on an overall quality awareness. Over the last two 
decades, international quality standards have been developed 
known as the International Organisation for Standardisation 
(ISO) 9000 Series. Total Quality Management against an ISO 
Standard is a systematic quest for continuous improvement by 
management and staff to ensure work practices and Company 
performance meets the goals and objectives of the organiza- 
tion in an effective, efficient and safe manner. 

Great Northern became a Quality Endorsed company in 
November 1996 and had, by January 1998, developed and 
implemented an Integrated Management and Safety System 
(MASS). The Company’s MASS system incorporates the 
requirements of Quality ISO 9002), Environmental (ISO 
14000), Rail Safety (Aust. Standard 4292) and Occupational 
Health & Safety (Victorian Safety Map). When introduced, it 
was one of the first fully integrated management systems in 
use by a rail company in Australia. 

The company is fully accredited with the Victoria Public 
Transport Safety Directorate (PTSD) as an operator in Victoria 


and is the holder of the following track access agreements 
with: 


= Freight Australia (as the track access provider for the 
Victorian intrastate network ): Freight, charter transfer and 
trip work throughout Victoria except the metropolitan 
lines. 


® Hillside and Bayside Trains: Melbourne metropolitan rail 
lines 


# Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC): National 
trunk (Albury - Melbourne - Adelaide). 


TRAIN CREWING 


With a growing locomotive fleet and the progression of the 
government’s rail privatisation process to the point where 
third party access to the Victorian intrastate rail network 
was no longer a dream, negotiations were commenced in 
1996 with the Public Transport Union Locomotive Division 
(now the Rail, Train and Bus Union: Locomotive Division) 
for company crewing of its own locomotives. Finally in 
January 1998, the first ever private operator enterprise agree- 
ment was signed with the PTULD allowing the company to 
Operate its own trains using its own locomotives and train 
crews. 


After some last minute hitches, this finally occurred on 
Friday 28 January 1998 when Great Northern locomotives 
1377 and T345, manned by a company train crew, hauled a 
loaded infrastructure train from Spotswood Depot to 
Melbourne Yard. All in all, it was a very significant event in 
Victoria’s rail history and it also signified the start of the next 
phase of the company’s development. 
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LOCOMOTIVE FLEET 
Former V/Line T class diesel electric locomotives 


Model G8B .. . 950/1050 hp Bo Bo 
1373, T376, T381 have 567CR two-stroke diesel engines. 
1377 has a 645E prime mover. 

1376 and T377 are in service on broad gauge while T373 
and T381 are on standard gauge. All the locomotives have 
been modified during their refurbishment to include addi- 
tional headlights, quick start equipment, improved braking, 
airconditioning and increased soundproofing of cabs. 

1372 and T386 reduced to components and sold off. 
Model G8 . . . 850 hp Bo Bo 
T345 has 567C prime mover. On full-time hire. 

T345 operates on the broad gauge. 


Former Westrail J class diesel electric locomotives 


Model G6B . . . 650 hp Bo Bo 
J102, J103, J105 have 567C (6 cylinder ) diesel engines. 

These shunting locomotives are extremely versatile having 
good hauling capacity at low speed and readily interchange- 
able traction motors (same as T class locos) and bogies. All 
were extensively rebuilt on purchase with J102 being a 
derelict hulk that was subsequently rebuilt into the first DOO 
locomotive in Victoria. 

J102 and J105 presently retain their National Rail paint 
scheme. 

As of February 2000, J102 is stored out of service in 
Adelaide awaiting an engine change. 

J104 sold to Rail Technical Services (RTS) at Dynon. 


Former Commonwealth Railways Australian 
National GMI class diesel electric locomotives 
Model ML-1 (F Series) 1625/1500 hp A-1-A 

GM10 has a GM model 16-567B diesel engine 

Presently under refurbishment and due for release to service 
mid 2000. 


Former Commonwealth Railways/Australian 
National GM12 class diesel electric locomotives 


Model A7/A16C (S series) Co-Co, 1950/1750 hp 

GM12 units have a GM model 16-567C diesel engines. 
GM22 and GM27 are in service on the standard gauge. 
GM_22 re-entered service in December 1998 after an extensive 
rebuilding. 

GM27 re-entered service in May 1999. 

GM12 is awaiting overhaul and return to service. 

GM_25 is in long term storage awaiting refurbishment. 

GM’s 14, 18, 26, 33, 35 and 45 are to be reduced to spares. 
GM19 has been sold to West Coast Railway for refurbishment 
and use on the Murraylander tourist venture in South 
Australia. 


Former Victorian Railways/V/Line Y class diesel 
electric locomotives 


Model G6B Bo Bo 750/700 hp 

Y168 has a GM model 645E diesel engine and is on hire for 
terminal shunting and infrastructure train operations. 

Y145 was purchased for spares and dismantled. 


Other locomotive classes crewed by Great 
Northern staff: 

FreightCorp: 48, 81 and 82 classes. 

Australian Traction Corporation (Austrac): EL, 18 and 48 
classes. 

Australia Southern Railroad (ASR): 700, CLP CLF and 
GM classes. 


Other organisations: 45, 422 and L (electric) classes. 


The company locomotive livery of red and maroon has been 
styled on that used by the former Gulf, Mobile and Ohio 


Railway of the USA and is reminiscent of that company’s 
locomotive colour scheme of fifty years ago. 

Additional locomotives are presently being looked at to 
meet prospective future contracts, however, purchase will 
depend on the success of those contracts. With surplus motive 
power in short supply in Australia, it may be necessary to look 
overseas for suitable locomotives for the future. Presently, 
Great Northern has loco hiring arrangements with Freight 
Victoria and Steamrail. 

In August 1999, Great Northern was the successful ten- 
derer (in a consortium with the engineering company, John 
Holland Construction and Engineering) for the PTC’s mech- 
anised maintenance and track audit functions. As part of this, 
the company became the owner of a fleet of approximately 
191 wagons including air and manual discharge ballast, flat 
and open wagons, as well as sleeper, rail transport and recov- 
ery wagons. In addition, the EM100 track recording and rail 
flaw detection vehicles came under Great Northern control. 


COMPANY MANAGEMENT 


The management team, headed up by managing director, 
Paul Moore and assisted by a small team of multi-skilled and 
accomplished rail professionals administer the running of 
the company. A number of the team are selected external 
specialists, skilled in the areas of commercial finance, project 
management and rail safety/quality management, who are 
contracted to assist with company growth and development. 

Sons Jan and Stuart both have an extensive role in the com- 
pany. Ian, a qualified locomotive maintainer and electrical 
fitter, has because of his extensive knowledge of current loco- 
motive maintenance practices, engine and component 
rebuilding, been the architect of Great Northern’s present rail 
equipment rebuilding, overhaul and maintenance activities. 
Operational, maintenance and supply issues keep Stuart very 
busy. 

Since July 1998, company headquarters has been located in 
Level 2 of West Tower in West Melbourne. 


THE FUTURE 


Great Northern has undergone very rapid expansion during 
the last 12 months and present focus is to build and consoli- 
date on that expansion. In particular, further development of 
the infrastructure maintenance operations into a major core 
function of the company will remain a principal focus. As Paul 
Moore stated ‘we are looking beyond Victoria’s borders for the 
provision of infrastructure services and if the opportunities 
arise, we will pursue them.’ Further planned developments at 
both the Adelaide and Bendigo facilities will be pursued to 
enhance their long-term success. Likewise, longer term expan- 
sion plans with intermodal operations may require moving 
from the present facility owing to limited expansion oppor- 
tunities.’ 

He also strongly reinforced the point that the existing com- 
pany’s business philosophies and strategies are still relevant 
and appropriate for the future. He stated that ‘the company 
will remain a non-aligned operator to ensure that the com- 
pany can provide the best service to all clients without preju- 
dice. Great Northern remains committed to all business 
Opportunities. However, the company does not see itself as a 
competitor to the interstate operators. Rather, Great 
Northern will continue to concentrate on being a provider of 
flexible, cost-effective and value added services that enhance 
the interstate operators’ abilities to operate in both Melbourne 
and Victoria generally’. On the local scene, Paul stated quite 
clearly that ‘the company had established mutual working 
arrangements with Freight Australia as I believe working 
together is in the best interests of both companies. Our activi- 
ties are complementary and, in my view, this provides the best 
outcomes for the industry. 
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ARHS St ARNAUD Day TOUR 


WITH R711 
— Sunday 4 July 1999 — 


During mid November last year 


[. turning the clocks back to 13 
August 1951, down at Nelson Pier, 
Williamstown could be found brand 
new R711 which had just arrived from 
Glasgow England. Once unloaded a 
very quick preparation took place 
which resulted in a coal fired R 711 
loco steaming out of Newport Work- 
shops just a fortnight later, to enter 
service for the Victorian Railways on 
28 August 1951. Approaching hard on 
the heels of the R classes was a fast and 
rapidly expanding diesel loco fleet, 
that had made many of the steam locos surplus by the late 
1950s and into the 1960s. Following less than 14 years in 
service (with some of this time in storage) R711 was 
finally stored at Geelong on 2 August 1965, after having only 
run 185,281 miles (298,180 km) whilst in service with the 
Victorian Railways. This storage then became permanent with 
R711 never returning, but thankfully managing to escape the 
scrappers torch and as a consolation in 1981 it was finally 
selected to be placed on display outside the Bendigo railway 
station. 

Some years later West Coast Railway arrived with an offer 
to provide R711 with a second life and negotiations then took 
place with the City of Bendigo (now City of Greater Bendigo). 
This resulted in an agreement being reached, whereby R711 
is now on lease to West Coast Railway. Down by the Bendigo 
station on 13 March 1995, workmen armed with trucks and 
cranes took R711 off display. The loco was then placed back 
onto the railway, with the preparation soon commencing for 
the transfer move onto Ballarat. On 26 March 1995 this loco 
was towed from Bendigo to the West Coast Railway — 
Ballarat East Loco Depot, where it then waited patiently for 
the refurbishment project to commence. 

The hard part of restoration commenced, with the easiest 
job of stripping the loco down into the basics being done first, 
in order to access the amount of work that was required to be 
done. An early decision made was to incorporate some alter- 
ations to the original loco design, to make the engine better 
suited to the work that it was actually going to be perform- 
ing. Considering that the price of coal was becoming increas- 
ingly expensive and of indifferent quality — the decision to 
convert to oil firing was the obvious choice. The modifications 
that have been done to the front end plus the provision of 
twin funnels, has noticeably increased the power output per- 
formance of R711 in comparison with the other standard R 
class locomotives. 

Throughout 1998 all those with an interest in railways, 
were indeed watching the advancement on the restoration 
works of R711. The super R class was coming! When would 
the first fan trip run to give R711 a real test drive? Several 
dates ranging from mid- 1998 through to 3 October 1998 
were pencilled in and erased, with Saturday 24 October 1998 
being first date to be advertised for a trip to Warrnambool. 


steam locomotive R711 became 
the first oil-fired R class 
locomotive to operate for over 30 
years, after the withdrawal of 
the original two oil-burners 
R719 and R748 back in the 
mid 1960s 


However the Victorian gas crisis hit 
and one may ask what has this got to 
do with R711, as the loco isn’t going 
to be gas fired is it? However the 
foundries were gas fired and with these 
being forced to close down, this 
resulted in the non delivery of loco part 
castings. This then led onto our 
Warrnambool Tour featuring R711, 
having to be deferred to the next pos- 


Bruce Payne : sible available date, which was 


Saturday 12 December 1998. 

R711 steamed out of Ballarat bound 
for Melbourne in mid-November 1998 to undergo several test 
runs. The centre of attraction down at Spencer Street 
station on Saturday 21 November 1998, was focussed on 
R711 being officially launched into service at the head of 
the West Coaster (service 8207) to Warrnambool. During the 
evening of the same day whilst returning with WCR service 
8246 from Warrnambool, it was noticed that there was some 
slipping of the loco driving wheel tyres. 


Following some consultation and an inspection by engi- 
neers, it was announced on Friday 27 November 1998 that 
R711 wouldn’t be able to run again until the new year. 
Therefore our special tour to Warrnambool for 12 December 
1998 had to be cancelled, as the loco wasn’t available. Finally 
it turned out Saturday 12 December 1998 was declared a day 
of ‘total fire’ ban throughout Victoria and this would have 
prevented us from being able to run steam anyway! 


THE NEW 1999 YEAR RISES 


Six new tyres were manufactured in South Africa by 17 
February 1999 and were then promptly delivered to WCR’s 
Ballarat East Loco Depot. After the new tyres had been fitted 
by Skilled Engineering, Gippsland. R711 was lifted by cranes 
at the WCR Ballarat East Depot on 22 April 1999, to enable 
the wheels to be remounted. R711 was back into service on 
Thursday 6 May 1999 and was seen steaming off to the races 
— heading a special race train to Warrnambool! 


ARHS ST ARNAUD R7I!I DAY TOUR 


In the past, due mainly to operational costs and pathing prob- 
lems, it has been many years since the society has promoted a 
Sunday tour. Following a considerable amount of thought and 
consultation, it was decided to select St Arnaud as the desti- 
nation for a tour featuring steam loco R711. 

We had a situation of having R711 available on a Sunday, 
coupled with plenty of carriages in Melbourne, following the 
return of the regular Saturday Melbourne - Warrnambool - 
Melbourne steam service. Our brochure was released to mem- 
bers with the ARHS May mail-out and bookings began to 
steam in for the St Arnaud Tour — Sunday 4 July 1999. The 
tour certainly turned out to be a very colourful action packed 
day — even before the train had departed! 
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R711 steamed into Spencer Street from Warrnambool 
heading WCR service 8246 on the eve of our St Arnaud tour. 
Upon arrival WCR advised the tour organiser, that the loco 
lubricating arm needed repair and it was also soon realised 
that the V/Line car cleaners had not appeared. Our volunteer 
organising team were present to prepare the train and set-up 
the refreshment service, in order to be ready for our St Arnaud 
tour next morning. 

Soon the shunters with the Spencer Street yard pilot, 
promptly made our train up as requested and docked it back 
into platform 7. Our voluntary organising team and other 
helpers then spent about three hours to make a concerted 
attempt to remove all the rubbish and clean the cars. Later on 
each car was numbered and set-up (including circular distrib- 
ution, etc to be ready for departure. Just on 23 00 the WCR 
loco maintenance team arrived and advised me that overnight 
they were going to fix the broken loco lubricator arm and 
then fully service the loco. Meanwhile, down in the kiosk car, 
equipment and supplies were being 
loaded in order to have this service 
fully set-up before the tour departure 
next morning. The completion of our 
train set-up was accomplished by just 
on midnight. 


THE SUN RISES - 
SUNDAY 4 JULY 1999 - 
ST ARNAUD TOUR 
DEPARTURE 


Down at Spencer Street station at 
07 30 the power van was started and 
the power was being switched through 
to each car that required head-end 
power. Upon set-up, car BS212 was found to be defective and 
was tripping the airconditioning/heating circuit breaker! 
Following a few phone calls an electrician attended, however 
he wasn’t able to rectify the problem that was believed to be 
in equipment situated in the roof. Consideration needed to be 
given to the passenger comfort, particularly on long day tours 
and several more phone calls were made to make the neces- 
sary arrangements to changeover the defective car. The Y 
class pilot then split the train, did some shunting and replaced 
BS212 with BS207, before putting the train back together 
and redocking back into platform 7. 

Very soon the star of the show loco R711 then set-back and 
coupled onto the consist, however we still needed to wait for 
the completion of the required train examination formalities 
before we could depart. 

Whilst awaiting for departure, a check of the consist was 
made which revealed R711 heading BK714-BK71-BK700- 
BS207-BRS222-ACZ257-PCP292 (powervan) — 7 vehicles 
for 296 tonnes. Our Spencer Street departure took place at 
09 05 (15 minutes late). Footscray pick-up stop departure 
was at 09 12 and we then ran express to pass Melton 09 37 
(13 minutes down). 

We gave the recent $3 million Melton viaduct upgrade 
works a good shake-down and driver Bob Evans was certainly 
maximising on loco performance! However suddenly in the 
firebox, whilst on the run to Ballarat, a brick became dis- 
lodged from the brick fire-arch and then landed on the 
burner. This knocked some of the intensity out of the fire, 
which resulted in a reduced boiler pressure and loco perfor- 
mance! We passed Bacchus Marsh 09 49, Bank Box Loop 10 
05, Ballan 10 18, Bungaree Loop 10 35 and arrived Ballarat 
10 52. This was a good running performance with just a loss 
of 2 minutes on the run from Melbourne, being 17 minutes 
behind schedule, whilst taking into consideration the 15 
minute late departure. 


Very soon the star of the show 
loco R711 then set-back and 
coupled onto the consist, 
however we still needed to 
wait for the completion of 
the vequived train examination 
Jormalities before we could 


depart 


The planned 15 minute Ballarat stop was provided to take 
on water and also load additional refreshment supplies. 
Although all our requirements were met within the allocated 
time, our departure was delayed whilst we awaited the com- 
pletion of the safeworking formalities, therefore we took the 
opportunity to top the water up beyond requirements. 

After leaving Ballarat we entered the Section Authority 
System of safeworking, therefore whilst at Ballarat a portable 
ASW safeworking unit was required and this was transferred 
from the signal box to be placed into the steam loco cab. 
However it was found that the charged up unit, failed to oper- 
ate as the battery wouldn’t hold the charge and no other 
portable unit was available. Therefore throughout the day 
under this system, the driver was required to obtain Electronic 
Section Authorities from the train controller for each section 
and only a maximum of two could be provided at a time. 
When the safeworking was sorted out, we finally departed 
from Ballarat at 1136 (making us 46 minutes behind 
schedule). 

The railway from Ballarat to 
Creswick opened to traffic on 7 July 
1874, therefore we made a brief stop 
to note this occasion and some locals 
joined us at Creswick for a return trip 
plus to St Arnaud! We pulled up for 
our first unscheduled nine minute safe- 
working stop at Tourello Loop. Our 
next stop was at McCallums Creek, for 
a pleasant superb set-back action 
photo stop that featured R711 with 
Mt Beckwith in the background. 
Ninety-one years ago this was the site 
where the McCallums Creek train dis- 
aster occurred on 19 August 1909, when heavy flood waters 
damaged the wooden trestle bridge, resulting in the evening 
Ballarat - Maryborough mixed train ending up in the creek. 


We arrived Maryborough at 13 15 to unload van goods 
(catering equipment for evening meal) and needed to await 
for the completion of safeworking formalities before departing 
at 13 25. The railway line from Maryborough is dual gauge 
trackage and which terminates at Dunolly, where we arrived 
at 13 45. The Dunolly station we see today is actually the 
original building that was provided with the opening of the 
line 126 years ago in 1874. Patrons alighted onto the plat- 
form and walked past the huge century old cork tree over- 
shadowing the station building. Adjacent to the Inglewood 
cross country line junction, a photo line was formed to capture 
R711 steaming out of Dunolly station framed by the large silo 
complex in the background. 


Steaming on we passed through Bealiba at 14 15 and as we 
were running late the planned photostop was deleted, whilst 
another necessary unscheduled six minute stop was made at 
Emu Loop to again deal with safeworking formalities. 

St Arnaud was our destination for the day and the locals 
were out in force to greet our arrival at 14 52 (32 minutes 
late). Very soon after our arrival the loco was cut off and then 
proceeded onto the 70 foot hand operated turntable. In order 
to turn a loco with ease, it is particularly important to achieve 
the perfect balance with the loco on the turntable! 

It was planned that the loco would arrive into St Arnaud 
with the tender containing about a half to two-thirds of both 
water and oil, which was expected to give us the best balance 
on the turntable. The centre of attraction was R711 sitting 
balanced on the turntable. The turning rotation commenced 
however just short of completion and the turntable end tim- 
bers began to bind with the abutment timbers under the end 
of the lead in track, which resulted in the turn being unable 


to be completed. After some well chosen words and some con- 
sultation, it was decided to try and rotate the table back to the 
starting position. The second attempt was to rotate it in the 
opposite direction and by doing this the turn was then com- 
pleted without any further problems. 


To the delight of the onlookers and all the passengers, R711 
moved off the turntable and proceeded to take on water from 
the down end hemispherical tank. Whilst all this was hap- 
pening, down at the platform, the cars were cleaned and the 
rubbish collected, whilst the carriage water tanks were replen- 
ished. The local shuttle trip departure took place at 15 58 
(53 minutes late), headed by R711 running tender-first and 
this was a return trip to Sutherland for the benefit 
of the local residents. The arrival in Sutherland took place at 
16 12 and we fulfilled the Emu Loop to Sutherland section 
authority, as St Arnaud isn’t a safeworking station! To run 
around at Sutherland we needed another authority, however 
the radio communication had failed, so then a manual author- 
ity was issued by phone. In order to depart we needed to 
obtain another section authority, which resulted in this simply 
planned 10 to 15 minute run around taking 30 minutes to 
complete. Departure from Sutherland was at 16 42 with 
R711 running funnel-first and we arrived back in St Arnaud 
at 16 56 where the locals alighted and our patrons rejoined. 


Driver Brian Eaton whistled out of St Arnaud at 17 05 
(1 hour late) for an express run to Dunolly where we stopped 
for another unscheduled six minute safeworking stop. 
Maryborough arrival took place at 18 12, where patrons 
enjoyed a superb evening meal or went shopping in the 
station antique emporium. 


During the stopover R711 received plenty of servicing 
attention, whilst both, oil and water were being pumped into 
the loco tender. The whistle blew for our departure from 
Maryborough at 19 20, with the next stop being at Tourello 
Loop to once again deal with safeworking formalities. Next 
scheduled stop was to be Creswick, however the driver forgot 
to stop! Then all too soon we were found to be steaming deep 
into pitch darkness in the heart of the Creswick forest. Upon 
arrival in Ballarat at 20 38 whilst the loco water was being 
checked, complimentary taxis were arranged by WCR in 
order to return the locals back to Creswick, which was a far 
better proposition than dropping off patrons out in the pitch 
dark forest! Despite our embarassment the local Creswick 
people said they had a great day! 


Whilst at Ballarat, consideration was given to returning to 
Melbourne via the straight (Ballan), as we could get tangled 
up with the Overland around Gheringhap. During initial tour 
planning, it was found that there wasn’t a path available via 
Ballan — hence the decision was made to return via North 
Geelong Loop. On the night the suggestion sounded great — 
however from an organisational point of view, we were carry- 
ing 15 passengers for the North Shore and Werribee stops. 
Therefore we felt obliged with the need to honour our 
planned arrangement. 


Our departure from Ballarat took place at 20 50 with the 
aim to keep going in order to try and avoid a further delay by 
having to cross the Overland at Gheringhap. The loco certainly 
didn’t like the quality of the water which was used to replen- 
ish the tender and it was believed that the water taken from 
the tank at St Arnaud was dirty. In certain country areas the 
use of water additives or utilisation of the old water bri- 
quettes, is advisable in order to attain the best steaming and 
performance from a steam locomotive. 
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We passed through Warrenheip at 21 04, then had an 
unscheduled stop at the Lal Lal Block Point for six minutes to 
attend to safeworking formalities and departed at 21 20. The 
next stop at 21 46 was Lethbridge Block Point for another 
unscheduled safeworking stop which took 12 minutes and we 
departed at 21 58. Our arrival into Gheringhap was at 22 09 
and we were then held to cross the Overland which came 
through hauled by NR86. Our departure from Gheringhap 
took place at 22 31 and we came onto the dual-gauge track- 
age to cross the Mooroolbool Viaduct, to pass through North 
Geelong C box at 22 46. 


Steaming around the North Geelong Loop, we arrived 
North Shore at 22 50 where 12 patrons alighted and we then 
ran express, passing Lara at 23 00, Little River 23 06 and 
arrived into Werribee at 23 18 for a one minute setdown stop. 
Next stop was Footscray at 23 40 and we steamed back into 
Spencer Street (platform 2) at 23 51. 


We certainly had a very interesting and action packed day, 
however it was with regret that we arrived back 2 hours and 
12 minutes late. We make a real concerted effort and take 
pride in the fact that our ARHS tours generally do run on 
time. It is interesting to note that all our sectional times and 
photostops were generally run under the scheduled or allo- 
cated times. However the extra unscheduled stops to deal 
with safeworking formalities ended up costing us 119 to 122 
minutes. The additional safeworking formalities that were 
required under the Section Authority System, included all the 
running from Ballarat to Sutherland (just beyond St Arnaud), 
plus all the way back to Ballarat and then also on to 
Gheringhap. 


Straight after the tour we wrote to VicTrack Access — 
Manager Rail Safety, expressing our concern about the poor 
performance of the safeworking on the tour, which had cost us 
two hours in running time. We received a very prompt reply 
to advise us that the Sectional Authority System that was in 
force along the Gheringhap - Yelta (beyond Mildura) corridor, 
was to be replaced by the Train Order system of safeworking. 
This actually occurred just three weeks after our tour on 
Sunday 25 July 1999 and had the Train Order system been in 
use on the day of our St Arnaud Tour, this would have 
resulted with an on time arrival back into Spencer Street. 


I wish to take this opportunity to thank all the WCR staff 
and crews, who put a lot of time and effort in to make the tour 
possible. It was really great to see the WCR team spirit 
throughout the planning and operation of this tour. 
Unbeknown to most people was the fact, that our tour could 
have been easily cancelled for two reasons: 1. A defective loco 
(but was repaired at the eleventh hour). 2. The second quali- 
fied driver, having the flu (we were grateful to see him at the 
controls!) 


Our congratulations go to the maintenance team at WCR, 
lead by Bob Butrims - Ballarat East Loco Depot Manager, 
who undertook the challenge to rebuild, modify and restore 
R711 back into service. 


I wish to thank our timekeeper — Craig Haber, for provision 
of all the running times that have been used throughout this 
article. 


I also wish to take this opportunity thank our tours’ team 
who assisted in many roles throughout the tour, which 
included the provision of the refreshment service, as car cap- 
tains and tour officials, etc. A special thanks to our hard work- 
ing Booking Officer — John Langlois and the Assistant 
Organiser — Andrew Carland. 
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Re-sleepering is about to begin, as NR94 passes through Tatyoon on the up Ghan, Wed.17.2.99 Gavin McLaughlin 


THE GHAN TO MELBOURNE 


q 


7 ee 


John Meredith 


Te Wednesday Ghan service is the only daylight rail ser- 
vice between Adelaide and Melbourne and afforded me the 
opportunity to travel to Melbourne by rail in daylight hours. 
I arrived at Keswick Terminal at 08 55 on Wednesday 10 
March 1999, expecting to see the Ghan standing at platform 
1 ready for its 09 20 departure, but this was not the case. At 
09 00 all eyes turned northward to see the NR82 slowly 
hauling the Ghan into platform 1. There was, of course, the 
necessary flurry of activity to prepare the train for its ongoing 
journey to Melbourne. Obviously, an on time departure would 
now be impossible but the Great Southern Railway’s staff 
worked well to ensure that we were away at 09 47 (27 
minutes late). 

A pause by the Keswick Barracks for a westbound freight 
to clear the section meant that we passed through Goodwood 
13 minutes after departure. We started the climb at Mitcham 
at 10 05, passed through Blackwood at 10 17, Belair at 10 23 
and topped the grade at Mt Lofty at 10 35. Here, waiting in 
the loop were CLP7 and GM34 on a freight. At this point we 
were 25 minutes behind schedule. We coasted downgrade 
and passed through Bridgewater at 10 44 and Balhannah at 
10 56. Mt Barker Junction was reached at 11 01, 23 minutes 
behind the published timetable. Then, through the curves to 
Nairne at 11 09 and down the valley of the Nairne Creek to 
Petwood which we reached at 11 15. We waited here for 8 
minutes to allow NR93, NR88 and DL40 to come into the 
loop with a westbound freight. 

We continued on now only 11 minutes behind schedule. 
It appears the timetable allows for a longer wait at Petwood. 
We climbed away from the Nairne Creek and entered the 
Bremer River Valley and passed through Monarto South at 11 
41, only 8 minutes behind time. Our descent through Rocky 
Gully was fairly rapid and we reached Murray Bridge at 11 54 
and proceeded nonstop to Tailem Bend reaching there at 
12 09 just 3 minutes down. We had now been travelling for 
2 hours and 22 minutes. The run across the 90 Mile Desert 
was fast and uneventful and we passed through Bordertown 
at 13 45, 9 minutes ahead of time, passing a westbound 
freight in the loop. We reached Wolseley at 13 55 and 
changed from CST to EST which now became 14 25 still 9 
minutes ahead. 

The ride noticeably deteriorated as we moved off the con- 
crete sleepers onto the timber ones. Serviceton was passed at 
14 30 and Leeor Loop was reached at 14 32, where we had 
a minute wait while a maintenance gang cleared the track for 
us to pass. We rocked our way through the western Wimmera 


passing Salisbury Loop at 15 20, one minute behind schedule. 
4 minute stop at Dimboola allowed us to get away at 15 41 
right on time, nearly 6 hours after departure. At Horsham we 
stopped again but just for 2 minutes, and were away by 
16 07. The line now headed north east to Murtoa and we 
passed there at 16 25 and turned south east toward the 
Grampians, and the Great Dividing Range summit near 
Armstrong. Lubeck Loop was passed at 16 34, 2 minutes 
up and the ride seemed to be smoother or was I just getting 
used to the timber sleepers? 

We descended from Deep Lead into Stawell passing there at 
16 50 and then ascended the Stawell Bank, for many years the 
ultimate test for steam locos working this line. Our ascent was 
easy with all the horsepower up front and we sped through 
Great Western Loop at 17 01, 3 minutes ahead of the schedule, 
ready for the final assault on the Great Dividing Range. At 
Pyrenees Loop we crossed another freight and coasted through 
Ararat at 17 15, 11 minutes up. GM43 and GM42 were in the 
yard as were heaps of ballast for the completion of the Maroona 
to Gheringhap upgrade. At 17 28 we reached Maroona, the 
junction of the Portland line. We diverged south easterly and 
for 17 minutes crept over the newly laid concrete sleepers. From 
there until around Pura Pura our speed was increased only 
slightly pending the insertion of the concrete sleepers which 
were in stacks trackside. 

We passed Cressy at 19 16, Inverleigh at 19 42 and came 
to a stand at Gheringhap Loop, where the broad gauge 
Ballarat line comes alongside. We waited here for some 
25 minutes for a west-bound freight to pass and left there for 
the descent into Geelong at 20 22, now 32 minutes down. A 
train announcement at the time told us that we would be 
30 minutes late into Spencer Street. 

North Shore was passed at 20 34, Werribee at 20 54 and 
Newport at 21 08. Here the line diverged north-west in the 
Sunshine direction through Brooklyn and then curves east- 
ward on a high viaduct leading into the west end of Totten- 
ham Yard. We passed Tottenham Yard at 21 20, 29 minutes 
down and arrived at Spencer Street exactly 30 minutes down. 

The travelling time for this journey was 11 hours and 
18 minutes, compared to the timetabled 11 hours and 
15 minutes. This journey could have finished on time if it had 
not been for the track upgrade works and the wait at 
Gheringhap Loop. This would have meant a travelling time 
at 10 hours and 48 minutes. Hopefully, with the concrete 
sleepering completed and other improvements to the line, 
travelling time will be further reduced. 
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I 

N473-N454 on the 06 30 
up Albury pass. south of 
Chiltern during a fabulous 
sunrise on Sat.24.4.99 


2 

Sunshine in mid winter 
sees S311 on the up 
Warrnambool pass. 
approaching Waurn Ponds 
cement works on 
Wed.30.6.99 Steve Munro 


3 

N466 leads an up Geelong 
pass. at Manor under 
threatening skies on 
Fri.29.1.99 Jamie Fisher 


4 

Backlit NR7I-NRII5 ona 
north-bound goods 
approaching Wodonga on 
Wed.8.9.99 


5 
Night photography with a 
difference. A73 on 9309 


goods at Brooklyn. 
Fri.15.10.99 


6 

The bright afternoon sun 
highlights N464 as it 
arrives at Wodonga with 
the 16 00 up Albury pass. 
on Fri.23.4.99 


Photos 1, 4, 5 and 6 David Dunn 
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An overview of recent sightings and observations 


NORTH-EAST STANDARD 
GAUGE 


CROSS COUNTRY EXPRESS 


For the benefit of country music 
enthusiasts, the NSW Rail Transport 
Museum ran a special train, the Cross 
Country Express, from Melbourne to 
Tamworth and return to visit the 
Annual Country Music Festival. This 
train ran empty cars to Melbourne to 
pick up passengers and on return ran 
empty cars home. 

The make up of the train upon its 
departure from Spencer Street on 
Sat.22.1 at 11 50 was New South 
Wales locomotives 44211 and 4201 
hauling 15 coaches and vans. 


The return was on Mon.31.1 
behind 4201-4520-44211. After the 
passengers alighted from the train, it 
was towed from Spencer Street to 
opposite the Dynon NRC provisioning 
centre by C505, with the RTM locos 
at the rear. The train then pushed 
back into the Canal yard for the RTM 
locos to run around. 


The empty train was seen through 
Avenel, north of Seymour, later the 
same day at 19 12, heading north. 


WESTERN STANDARD 
GAUGE - Gheringhap - 
Inverleigh 


THE OVERLAND AND GHAN 


For some time now the BL27 and 
BL33 have dominated the Overland 
passenger service between Melbourne 
and Adelaide, although occasionally 
an NR class will make an appearance. 
In the week starting on Mon.17.1, 
both NR84 and NR85 each operated 
one service in each direction, replacing 
BL33. The following week, BL33 was 
again absent with NR’s 84, 88 and 91 
filling in and between Mon.31.1 and 
Fri.4.2 NR84 did the honours on five 
occasions out of ten. During this time, 
NR27 soldiered on, operating the 
other services. 

Single NR’s continue to head the 
weekly Ghan service between Adelaide 
and Melbourne and return. (GE) 


INVERLEIGH BALLAST TRAINS 


On Mon.17.1, MA3/9755 Patricks 
superfreighter service to Adelaide was 
hauled through Gheringhap behind 
Australia Southern Railroad’s CLP12 
and CLP8 and Great Northern Rail 


C505 shunting the Tamworth Special after arrival at Spencer Street 
on Mon.31.1.00 Jeff Bounds 


Service GM27 and J103. The latter 
two were taken off the train at 
Inverleigh to take up ballast train 
workings from that location. 


These locomotives were operating 
two ballast trains per day, with two 
sets of ballast hoppers. While one set 
was in use discharging ballast, the 
other set was back at Inverleigh being 
reloaded from stockpiles of ballast that 
were being trucked to the site and 
loaded with a front end loader. 


Most of the ballasting work was 
being undertaken between Inverleigh 
and Vite Vite Loop, although on 
Fri.28.1 the train made it back as far 
as Gheringhap, where the crossing 
loop was used to run the locomotives 
around the train before it returned 
west to Inverleigh. The following day 
it operated all the way to Maroona 
and return. 

On Thurs.10.1 both GM27 and 
J103 were sighted arriving in Adelaide 
dead attached behind CLF6-GM42- 
CLP 12 on Australia Southern 


Railroad’s special works train No. 
4200 from Inverleigh, with a consist 
of a crew car, 28 wagons loaded with 
concrete sleepers and a single louvre 
van. The two GNRS locomotives were 
then shunted into their workshops at 
Islington by ASR’s locomotive 705. 


GREEN LOCO ON YAAPEET 
BRANCH 


The first locomotive in Freight 
Victoria’s new colours to venture onto 
the grain branch from Dimboola to 
Yaapeet was sighted passing the grain 
siding at Tarranyurk at 14 55 on 
Thurs.10.2. G540 in the green and 
yellow teamed up with V/Line painted 
G519 to haul a rake of 15 loaded 
grain wagons and was travelling 
towards Dimboola when observed. 
(NF) 


NATIONAL RAIL 


A majority of National Rail’s services 
continue to be hauled by either 
single or double headed NR class 
locomotives. A notable exception to 
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NR80 at Berrybank Loop waiting for track machines to arrive before heading 
for Adelaide on 9821. Sat.5.2.00 Tricia Avé 


this occurred on Wed.12.1 when 
NR94-NR84-NR48-NR89 combined 
to lead AM5/9702. Other locomotives 
sighted during January and February 
breaking the uniformity of NR motive 
power have included AN6, DL’s 38, 
40, 41, 43, 45, 49 and 50 and 81 
class members 8102 and 8106. 


NORTH WESTERN BROAD 
GAUGE - Ballarat East - 
Gheringhap - Mildura - Ouyen 


WEST COAST RAILWAY 


The following is a summary of 

locomotive and rollingstock 

movements at West Coast Railway 

Ballarat East Locomotive Depot 

during December and January. 

30.12: A81 out following repaint into 
Freight Victoria colours 


13.1: A81 in for amendments to 
paint job 
$302 in for routine service 
BZ269 in for refurbishment 
19.1 A81 and S302 out 
20.1 B61 in to replace damaged 
piston 
$300 in for routine service 
24.1 B6lout (DMo) 
R700 TRANSFER 


On Sun.30.1, Steamrail’s R700 was 
transferred from their depot at 
Newport to WCR’s Ballarat East 
depot for restoration to 1950 
specifications. The transfer run was 
hauled by triple T class locomotives, 
with T364 and T356 in restored 
Victorian Railways livery and T385 in 


° 
. 


WCR colours and consisted of R700 
and eight carriages. The train operated 
via North Geelong on the down run, 
passing Gheringhap at 12 19 as train 
No. 8291. The return movement 
operated via Bacchus Marsh, still with 
the three T’s up front. 


OUYEN AND MILDURA 


A contributor recently travelled to 
North West Victoria and made the 
following observations. 

On Fri.28.1 at Ouyen, the gypsum 
and grain train off the Cowangie 
branch was noted arriving at 15 50 
behind X34, short end leading. The 


consist included 13 grain wagons and 


six wagons loaded with gypsum, three 
open wagons and three gypsum 
wagons. At Ouyen, the train was 
re-marshalled and departed at 16 45 
behind X34 (long end leading) and 
H4, which had been stabled in the 
yard. 


Later that day, X42 and G512 were 
seen at Mildura, shut down in the 
yard near the carriage sheds. 


On Sun.30.1, Ouyen yard was 
occupied by an empty gypsum and 
grain train, which was prepared for 
the run out the branch the following 
morning. The motive power was X39 
in faded V/Line colours and X49 in 
the new Freight Victoria green and 
gold. The consist included 13 grain 
and five open wagons for gypsum. 
G511 was also observed stabled under 
the Freightgate canopy. (NF) 


MILDURA LINE 


This corridor boasts two scheduled 
goods trains in both directions each 
weekday, 9140/9141 to and from 
Mildura and Merbein, and the 
Cowangie gypsum trains 9137/9138. 
The Mildura and Merbein trains are 
almost exclusively run by a G-X 
combination, but the gypsum train 
can range from this up to five locos, 
from all of FV’s and occasionally 
WCR’s locomotives. 


The occurrence of WCR 
transferring their locomotives to and 
from their maintenance depot at 
Ballarat East on 9137/9138, which 
has created some colourful lash-ups in 
the past, has slowed down recently. 


‘Steam Supreme’. R766-R711-R700 at the West Coast Railway depot at Ballarat 
East on Sun.30.1.00 Julian Insall 


Most of the transfers now take place 
as light engine movements via 
Bacchus Marsh. A couple of recent 
exceptions occurred on Wed.2.2 when 
B61 was sighted trailing the 
impressive combination of X34-X48- 
$301-S306 on 9137 and two days 
later when $311 accompanied X48- 
X64-H4 and $306 on 9138. 

Despite the declining number of 
WECR locos on these trains, they still 
can boast some impressive and 
interesting combinations. On 
Mon.24.1 the seldom seen Y class 
made an appearance in the consist of 
X48-S306-X34-Y122 on 9137, and 
the class appeared again the following: 
day on 9138 when it was G511-X39- 
B61 (WCR)-X48-Y 169. 

Two non G-X combinations were : 
sighted on a Mildura/Merbein train ; 
on Fri.28.1 on 9141 when G516- : 
G515 (FV)-X53 appeared and on 
Thurs.3.2 the consist on the same 
train was G524-A77-X53. The A 
class do not appear on this line very 
often. (GE) 


NORTH - Bendigo - Echuca 
ECHUCA TRAINS 


G-X combinations appear to be the 
regular motive power on both the ups - 
and down Deniliquin (NSW) via : 
Echuca trains (9083/9084). Upon : 
arrival at Echuca in the evening, the 

X class continues with loading to 
Deniliquin and returns to Echuca light 
engine around midnight. Meanwhile : 
the G and the X that ran the NSW 
trains that day, return to Melbourne 
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With grain on the move there are some interesting loco combination sightings. 


Here G527-G521-S301-X43 are stabled at Ouyen on Sat.27.11.99 Michael B Walsh 


with the up train. The next day the 

X operates to a destination along the 
Moulamein line during the morning, 
returning around midday before 
crossing the Murray River again in the 
afternoon to collect the loading from 
Deniliquin. That evening the cycle 
begins again with a new X taking the 
train north, and the first X returning 


on 9084. 


During January the regular G-X 
pattern was interspersed with a 
number of interesting exceptions. 
Double A’s put in an appearance on 
9083 on Tues.25.1 in the form of A77 
and A81. The S class has also started 


G516-P2I-S307-X36-X43 on a down Piangil grain train at Sunshine. 
Sat.12.2.00 Julian Insall 


to appear on occasions, such as on 
Thurs.13.1 when 9083 passed 
through Bendigo behind G5 16-X32- 
$307 with 38 wagons in tow at 17 02, 
and then the return from Echuca was 
headed by G516, $307 and X33, 
passing Bendigo at 23 05. 


Fri.21.1 saw a ‘double consist’ of 
locomotives on 9083 with two G’s 
and two X’s — G516-G515-X44-X42. 
Unfortunately G516 dropped a piston 
and was detached at Bendigo, leaving 
the remaining three to continue north. 
G516 was added to the up Swan Hill 
goods (9280) for return to Melbourne 
for repair. Gi23 and X33 were the 
others on this train which departed at 
20 05. 


Impressive locomotive lash-ups are 
not restricted to the gypsum trains on 
the Mildura line — Bendigo also hosts 
its share. Six locos from three classes 
teamed up to lead the Swan Hill to 
North Geelong goods (9080) on 
Sat.22.1 in the form of G523-X33- 
X31-X46-X47-H5 pulling 39 grain 
wagons. Another sextet appeared on 
Fri.28.1 when G524 led §307-X43- 
X44- G525-X54-21 VORF wagons 
on 9083. (GW) 


NORTH EAST BROAD 
GAUGE 


MOOROOPNA AND TOCUMWAL 


On Thurs.30.12 the afternoon up 
Tocumwal goods (9354) boasted a 
very rare lash up of five locomotives, 
representing five different classes, 


A73- X40-S307-H5-P20 hauled 48 


N474 on the 06 30 up Albury pass. is about to be overtaken by 
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the south-bound 


XPT at Wandong. Thurs. 13.1.00 Cleve Matys 


wagons. The following day X54-X36 
led the earlier up goods (9352) with 
ten flat wagons, out of Tocumwal at 
13 05. RTS is still resident at the 
Kelly and Sons siding. 


On Tues.4.1, 9354 was led by A71, 
P21 and P22 and a week later was 


seen behind a similar combination of 
A73, P23 and P22. 


SHEPPARTON 


On Fri.31.12 at 14 55 a very well 
patronised up passenger train 
departed with N467 and a consist of 
ACN21-BRN20-BN19-BSZ19. A71- 
P22 were on a stabled goods train 
that did not depart until Tues.4.1, and 
P21 was the Shepparton pilot at this 
time. 


On Tues.11.1, X31 with long end 
leading, along with double S class 
locomotives (S306-S307) hauling 38 
grain wagons crossed the down night 
passenger train at Shepparton. 


A73-X36 were sighted on the front 
of a stabled down goods train at 
Shepparton on Sat.15.1 while N456 
was in charge of the up pass. 


At Congupna, the first station 
north of Shepparton on the Tocumwal 
line, RT31 was in the company of 
seven wagons in the Pivot siding on 


Fri.14.1. (CC) 


METROPOLITAN AREA 
LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS 


The following is a summary of the 
National Rail broad gauge steel trains 


to Long Island during the November 
to January period. 


At the beginning of November, the 
two pairs of BL’s were BL29-BL30, 
both in SteelLink colours, and BL32 - 
BL34, both in National Rail colours. 
The two orange units look very good 
together, especially with the orange 
containers trailing. 


The regular pattern of Sunday quad 
BL’s has not continued but there have 
been a couple of unusual sightings. 
On Mon.8.11, BL32-BL34-BL29- 
BL30 ran 9553 through Frankston 
late at 16 45, and only BL30-BL29 
returned on 9556 at 19 20. On 
Sun.21.11, BL34 ran 9553 single- 


ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee e eres esresreeeeseeeeeeeeereeseeensereseeesee eee eee eee eee ese. 


handed and the return run was 
marshalled as BL29-BL30-BL34. 


9553 on weekdays have often run 
to a later schedule of 14 50 through 
Frankston instead of the normal 
12 55. On a number of Saturdays 
during November and December, 
9558 did not leave Long Island until 
19 25, because of a shortage of 
wagons. Normally about ten wagons 
are required to be loaded from the 
same days 9553 which takes about 
three hours. 


During 1993, Y148 was purchased 
by BHP and this loco is still used to 
shunt coil wagons to and from the 
loading shed. About twice a year it 
is zsent to Melbourne for routine 
maintenance and on Sat.13.11 Y164 
was seen shunting the coil wagons. 
Y148 was returned, dead attached 
later in the month. 


During early December the two 
pairs changed to BL29-BL34 and 
BL30-BL32 and these two pairs have 
continued into January 2000. After 
loading peaked in October, it dropped 
off for the Christmas period. On 
Sun.12.12 BL34-BL29 ran 9556 with 
only 15 wagons. Things are almost 
back to normal as at Wed.12.1 with 
daily coil trains 9552 and 9553 
running but 9556 and 9555 slab 


trains have often been cancelled. 


Fri.24.1 was an unusual day. 9552 
up loaded coils was through Frankston 
very late at 8 10 with two unknown 
BLs. 9553 went through on the down 
at 15 00 with BL32-BL34. This was 


P13 waits at the head of the I7 10 up pass. at Sunbury on Mon.1.3.99 D Matham 


at 2 ; 3 AK 


Ke 


X51-A78-P21 on the Maryvale paper siding on Thurs.20.1.00 James Melnnes 
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the first sighting of these two together 
for the year. 


On Thurs.20.1, BL29-BL30 ran 
both 9553 and 9556. The slab trains 
have only been running once a week 
for the month, all on Thursdays. 


It appeared that a BHP dispute was 
having an effect on the loading. On 
Sat.22.1 BL29-BL30 ran 9553 with a 
short train and did not return on 
9558, but stabled at Long Island until 
Monday. 


STONY POINT PASS. 


A class representatives, A62, A66 
and A70 have been the three 
dominant locomotives on the Stony 
Point passenger trains during 
November and December. 


A60 made its first appearance on 
the Stony Point pass. since being 
repainted in V/Line Passenger livery, 
on the weekend of Sat.15.1 and 
Sun.16.1. It was changed for A62 on 
Tue.18.1 and by Sun.23.1 A62 still 
remained on this service. 


AGG is now the only member of its 
class with V/Line Passenger which 
remains in the old V/Line orange and 
grey. (RMcC) 


SOUTH EAST - 
Murrumbeena 


Our correspondent from 
Murrumbeena recently had a week off 
work and was able to observe and 
record the traffic patterns on this line 
during the week. The following is a 


eee meee rere eee reece eee ee eee eee esee eee eee essere eee see ee seers ese eee eeeeeeeeeeseereseeeeeeee 


summary of his observations, with all 
times recorded at Murrumbeena. 


Quite a few quad combinations 
operated, possibly the most interesting 
was the up Hillside log train on 
Thurs.3.2 with a P-P-T-T combination 
around 23 00. One block section 
behind this was the up Morwell 
freight with an A and X47. 


On Wed.2.2 the down Maryvale 
paper train passed with A85-X47- 
P20-X52 just after 15 00. That night 
X52-P20 combined with the two T’s 
from the up log train to form a quad 
back to Melbourne, while A85 and 
X47 returned on the up Morwell 
freight. 


Generally the following freight 
trains operate on the Traralgon line 
and their approximate times past 
Murrumbeena are as follows: 


00 00: down cement train to 
Lyndhurst usually with double 
locos from T, P or H classes. 


01 30: return of the up cement train. 


03 00: up paper train. Usually with an 
A-P or X-P combination. 

05 30: down Pioneer quarry train to 
Westall with G543. This train 
does not operate every day, but 
can run on any day of the 
week. 


09 00: up empty Pioneer quarry train. 

15 00: down empty Maryvale paper 
train with any type of 
locomotive combination from a 
single A to a quad. This train 
always has a P class which is 


Pe ee ee 


later attached to the up log 
train. 


21 00: down Morwell freight. P-A or 
P-X combination. The small 
loco always leads as they return 
on the paper train. 


22 00: up Morwell freight with the 
locos off the earlier paper train. 


There are also the up and down 
Hillside log trains. On Tues.1.2, the 
down had two T’s, while the up had 
three T’s. 


There is a conditional train from 
Morwell. A light engine runs down in 
the morning and returns either around 
12 00 or 15 00. 


There is also a conditional mini 
Pioneer train to Westall, passing on 
the down around 10 30 and returning 
on the up around 13 00, usually with 
an X or A class up front. 


Generally the Pioneer and down 
paper trains are good time keepers, 
while the rest can often be many 
hours late. 


The weekend traffic on this line is 
quite different from above. Apart from 
a few trains in the early hours of 
Saturday morning, the paper train is 
the only train to run on the weekend 
during daylight. The down train 
usually passes Murrumbeena just after 
14 00 on Saturday and it returns on 
Sunday and passes around 18 30. 


The conditional ‘mini’ Pioneer is the 
only other train to operate during 
daylight, but is a very rare runner. For 
months none are seen then all of a 
sudden up to four a week can run. 
(MB) 


H4 leads X48 upgrade out of Traralgon 
on the up Hillside - North Geelong log 
train. Wed.19.1.00 Jeff Bounds 


im re 


NEWSRAIL March 2000 


FREIGHT 
ACTION 


NR80-13-DL4I on a west- 
bound steel train at 
Brooklyn on Sat.8.1.00 
Peter Foote 


X31 on a down Boort goods 
runs through the junction at 
Inglewood as it comes off 
the Bridgewater line. 
Sun.6.2.00 Jeff Bounds 


G516-X36-S307 on an up 
Piangil grain train near 
Mitiamo on Sun.13.2.00 

Julian Insall 


CTC INTRODUCED 
BETWEEN WODONGA AND 
ALBURY 


On Sat.11.12, Centralised Traffic 
Control (CTC) was introduced over the 
following standard gauge single line 
sections: 


m Wodonga Loop to Wodonga A signal 
box 


=m Wodonga A signal box to Wodonga 
Coal Sidings 
m™ Wodonga Coal Sidings to Albury 


South signal box (signal post 58). 


All train movements over these sec- 
tions are now under the direction of the 
Australian Rail Track Corporation 
(ARTC) Train Controller in Adelaide. 

Wodonga A signal box and 
Wodonga Coal Sidings became ‘switch 
in/switch out’ stations on the standard 
gauge under the rules of CTC with this 
change. 

Lever locking and track control was 
in operation between Wodonga A sig- 
nal box — Wodonga Coal Sidings and 
Wodonga Coal Sidings — Albury South 
signal box prior to the introduction of 
CTC. 


SALE SIGNALS 
RE-COMMISSIONED 


On Wed. 8.12, the up home signal 
(post 3) at Sale was re-commissioned, 
whilst on Thurs. 9.12, the down home 
signal (post 2) at Sale was re-commis- 
sioned. 


WALLAN CROSSING LOOP 
EXTENDED 


A 650 metre extension of the standard 
gauge crossing loop at Wallan was 
commissioned on Tues.18.1. The loop 
was extended at the down end. 


JOLIMONT FOOTBRIDGE 


Site works commenced in January on a 
new footbridge at Jolimont station that 
is located approximately 50 metres 
beyond the down end of the platforms. 

By early February, the concrete 
bridge abutments were well advanced. 

The bridge is apparently being built 
to improve pedestrian access to tram 
stops in Wellington Parade from the 
MCG and the sporting arenas located 
in the Melbourne Park/Olympic Park 
area. 
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A round-up of News items 


HEIDELBERG SIGNALLING 


The time consuming task of rolling out 
cabling for the new interlocking being 
installed at Heidelberg continued 
throughout January and into February. 

On Sun.9.1, buses replaced trains 
between Clifton Hill and Macleod to 
give the contractor at Heidelberg 
unimpeded access. As a result, journey 
times were extended by up to 40 min- 
utes. 


METROL DEMOLITION 


By the beginning of February, demoli- 
tion of the former Metrol building in 
Batman Avenue was well advanced to 
make room for the Federation Square 
project. 


FLINDERS STREET WORKS 


Platform 2 at Flinders Street was closed 
for six weeks from Mon.24.1 to allow 
for the replacement of the platform 


coping. 


BALLARAT INTERCHANGE 
COMPLETED 


The modal interchange located in front 
of Ballarat station was completed at 
the end of January. 


This interchange will substantially 
improve conditions under which pas- 
sengers transfer between V/Line Pas- 
senger rail and road coach services at 
Ballarat. 


SPENCER STREET 
CONCOURSE WORKS 


The majority of the works associated 
with the Bourke Street to Docklands 
footbridge impacting on the main con- 
course at Spencer Street station were 
completed in mid-December. As a 
result, the temporary partition block- 
ing access to the northern end of the 
concourse was removed on the night of 
Mon.20.12. 

A new information desk located on 
the site of the original (demolished 
when work commenced) was commis- 
sioned at the same time. 

However, the new luggage hall 
located under the steps of the Dock- 
lands footbridge did not open at the 
same time and access to this section 
continued to be blocked (access was 
still blocked and the temporary lug- 
gage hall was still in use in mid- 
February). 


SSS ee 


SPENCER STREET 
PLATFORM WORKS 


The following work was completed at 
Spencer Street station in early Feb- 
ruary: 

m Automatic gates were fitted to the 
ramps leading to the parcels tunnel 
on the suburban platforms (to stop 
pedestrians entering the tunnel who 
come off the new Bourke Street — 
Docklands footbridge when it 
opens). 


m The frames for the verandas close to 
the new Docklands footbridge on 
platforms 2, 5/6 and 7/8 were te- 
erected. These had been removed 
when work had commenced on the 
footbridge. They were re-roofed dur- 
ing February. 


NEW SPENCER STREET 
LOCKERS 


The shells of the first of a new batch of 
electronic luggage lockers for V/Line 
Passenger customers were installed in 
the basement of Spencer Street station 
on Fri. 28.1. These lockers were sched- 
uled to become available to the public 
by late February. 

These lockers are superior to the 
lockers previously available in this area 
in that they are stronger and offer a 
variety of sizes. 


With all the signals now removed at 
Benalla, up trains off the Yarrawonga 
line must stop at this board and report 
to control. Sat.1.1.00 Peter Foote 
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VICTORIAN HERITAGE 
REGISTER 


Continuing with the items listed 
related to the rail industry: 


= H1583 Patchewollock railway sta- 
tion complex (1919), Main Street, 
Patchewollock. 


m H1584 Pirron Yallock railway sta- 
tion complex (1883), Penshurst - 
Warrnambool Road, Pirron Yallock. 


m H981 Princes Pier (1912-15), Beach 
Road, Port Melbourne. To the extent 
of the whole of the structure known 
as Princes Pier, including the railway 
tracks; the whole of the gatehouse 
and associated fences and gates as 
defined by the Heritage Council. 


= H985 Station Pier, Southern section 
(1922-30), Beach Road, Port Mel- 
bourne. To the extent of the whole of 
the southern section of the structure 
known as Station Pier, including the 
timber landing on the east side (but 
excluding the projecting concrete 
deck on the east side); the railway 
tracks and crane rails; the whole of 
the building known as the former 
east waiting shelter; the whole of the 
gatehouse and associated fences and 
gates; the whole of the elevated pas- 
senger terminal buildings including 
lifts, stairs, baggage stores and lug- 
gage chutes; and the whole of the 
two Stothert and Pitt mobile cranes; 
as defined by the Heritage council. 


= H983 Port Melbourne railway sta- 
tion (c 1890). Beach Road, Port 
Melbourne. The building known as 
the former Port Melbourne railway 
station, including the remnant rail- 
way platform; and the land as 
defined by the Heritage Council. 


m@ H1585 Prahran railway station com- 
plex (1895-96), Porter Street, 
Prahran. 


m H1695 Rail bridge, Pyalong (1890) 
over Hansfords Creek, Heathcote 
Junction - Bendigo line, Pyalong. 


H1451 Rail bridge, Pyalong (1889) 
over Mollisons Creek, Heathcote 
Junction - Bendigo line, Pyalong. 


m H1586 Queenscliff railway station 
(1881), Wharf Street, Queenscliff. 


= H1100 Ravenswood railway siding 
(1862), Melbourne - Echuca Line, 
Ravenswood. To the extent of all the 
building and land as defined by the 
Heritage Council. 


News from the preservation scene 


m H1437 Rail bridge, Riddells Creek 
(1859), over Riddells Creek, 
Melbourne - Bendigo line, Riddells 
Creek. 


@ H1587 Ringwood railway station 
(1889-91), Railway Place, Ring- 
wood. To the extent of the weather- 
board buildings only. 


= H1588 Ripponlea railway station 
complex (1913), 11-13 Glen Eira 
Road, Ripponlea. 


@ H1589 Rosedale railway station 
complex (1881), 31 Willung Road, 
Rosedale. 


= H1590 Rupanyup railway station 
(1890), Cromie Street, Rupanyup. 


RAIL HERITAGE TRAIL 


Following the recent opening of the 
Bright to Myrtleford Railtrail, the for- 
mer 2’ 6” gauge Wangaratta to Whit- 
field line is to be made into a Rail 
Heritage Trail, which will be part of 
the proposed Murray to Mountains 
Railtrail. 

Considering that the rail line ran 
parallel to the road and the flat terrain, 
it is easy to follow the proposed trail. 
The following will assist your viewing: 
mw At Whitfield, a replica of Whitfield 

station and signboard was erected 

for the railway centenary celebra- 
tions. The original engine shed is 
now an engineering works. 


m Leaving Whitfield the formation of 
the old line is on the left. 


m Pieper station and Jarrott station 
were for passengers only. 


King Valley station was for passen- 
ger and goods. 


=m Hyem station was for passengers. 
The line crossed to the right side of 
the road after Hyem. 


m At Eddi cutting the line ran below 
the main road and could be consid- 
ered as the only ‘rugged’ part of the 
line. 


m Edi station was for passenger and 
goods. There was a long siding to 
the King River to obtain gravel bal- 
last for the line. You will need to 


look hard to find it! 


m= Dwyer station was for passengers 
only. The line crossed to the left of 
the road after Dwyer. 


m™ Claremont and Angleside station 
were for passengers only. 


= Boggy Creek has a steel bridge, 
which replaced a wooden trestle 
bridge, which was burnt down in 
1952. Steam trains stopped at 
Moyhu from Wangaratta and a 
makeshift bridge allowed the postal 
motor to proceed to Whitfield. 


m Moyhu station includes the adjacent 
butter factory remains including two 
NU goods vehicles. 


m Byrne station was for passengers 
only. 


m™ Docker station was for passenger 
and goods. 


Skehan station was for passengers 
only. The line then crossed Cropper’s 
Creek on a bridge. 


Oxley station was for passenger and 
goods. 


mw Laceby and Targoora stations were 
for passengers only. 


The line is a bicycle path to the out- 
skirts of Wangaratta, then the very 
last section of the line is now built 
over by houses. 


m Wangaratta was the terminus on the 
line. The standard gauge line was 
built on the site of the narrow gauge 
yard. 


MORNINGTON RAILWAY 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


MRPS’s 25,000th passenger since 
operations commenced at Moorooduc 
was achieved on the 12 15 departure 
from Moorooduc on Sun 2.1.00. 

On the same day the CV5 van was 
attached to the regular consist to allow 
passengers to view the train from the 
open sliding doors. 

A New Yeat’s eve operation was suc- 
cessfully carried out finishing at 
Moorooduc at 00 20 on Sat.1.1.00. 
The consist comprised K163-BU27- 
CV5-BE57-T411. 


NOTHING TO DO ON 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives 
on the down platform 
at Windsor from 8 pm? 


See you there! 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A review of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


THIRD RED & BLUEA 
CLASS OUTSHOPPED 


Loco A60O re-entered service on 
Wed.22.12 after having undergone a 
component change out (CCO) at 
Newport. This loco was repainted from 
the orange and grey colours to red and 
blue as a part of the CCO and is the 
third V/Line Passenger A class to 
appear in these colours. 


D EXAM COMPLETED ON 
ANOTHER SPRINTER 


Sprinter 7015 was outshopped from 
Ballarat North Workshops on Sun. 
19.12 after having undergone a D 
exam. This is the eighteenth Sprinter to 
have had a D exam (the most extensive 
performed on Sprinters to date). 


THIRD VSH SET MODIFIED 


VSH22 (a 5-car H set) was outshopped 
from Newport Workshops on Wed. 
22.12 after a lift and general overhaul. 
The following changes were made to 
the set whilst at Newport: 


m™ Car BIH144 was repainted from 
orange and grey to red and blue. The 
other cars were already in the red 
and blue livery and only received a 
new top coat to freshen their appear- 
ance. 


m Heavy duty HEP cabling was fitted. 
As a result, all airconditioning units 
in this set can now be used. 


m The existing sliding doors in 
BIH144 were replaced by new com- 
posite fibreglass doors (the other 
cars in this set already had these 
doors). 


All three VSH sets have now been 
fitted with high capacity HEP cabling. 


ADDITIONAL CARS FOR 
COUNTRYLINK 


On Wed. 22.9, the NSW Minister 
for Transport (Mr Carl Scully) 
announced that the NSW Government 
will spend $12 million on the construc- 
tion of three new XPT type carriages 
for the Broken Hill and Griffith ser- 
vices. 

These new cars will enter service in 
early 2002 and will replace the cars 
currently being used that date from the 
early 1950s. 

The new cars will have the following 
features: 


® Central door locking. 
m Seating for the disabled. 


m Toilet facilities offering access to all 
passengers. 


@ Full buffet facilities. 


= Improved on-board luggage storage 
facilities. 


= Better door seals to reduce dust in 
the carriages (a problem on the 
Broken Hill service). 


Countrylink is negotiating with 
Adtranz to build these cars and they 
will probably be built at the Adtranz 
plant in Dandenong, Victoria (as were 
four XP power cars, eight XAM sleep- 
ers and five XL sitters in 1992/93). 


N14 MODIFICATIONS 


Set N14 was outshopped from New- 

port Workshops on Thurs.9.12 after 

having undergone a lift. Two major 
alterations made to the set whilst at 

Newport were: 

m The airconditioning condenser on 
each car was fitted with high capac- 
ity, direct drive electric fans to 
improve the reliability of the system 
in hot weather. 


m The set was converted to dual power 
supply (the system will automati- 
cally switch between HEP or the 
diesel alternators depending on 
which is available) and now carries 
the D code. 


N455 FITTED WITH A BELL 


V/Line Passenger loco N455 has been 
fitted with a bell to assess its effec- 
tiveness at warning ground staff when 
a driver only loco shunts in the Spencer 
Street car yard. 

This work was undertaken by a con- 
tractor (Rail Technical Services at South 
Dynon) and was completed on Fri. 
17.12. All National Rail NR and some 
BL class locos are fitted with bells. 


Stored Redhen railcars at the Bendigo Locomotive Depot on Thurs.20.1.00. 400 class railcar 436 is in the middle 
of the photo Jeff Bounds 


NEWSRAIL March 2000 


eeoeceeoe 


‘An X class with ensuite’. 
X49 in Ouyen yard in 
October 1999, showing the 
extended long end with 
the toilet for driver only 
operations. In late February 
2000, the company name 
was changed to Freight 
Australia, so will we see 
FA on the ends of locos 
where VR once appeared? 


tusidbuintie 


While X36 and X31 were 
shunting towards A73 in 
road 3 at Ouyen, X31 split 
the points and derailed in 
the dirt. Tues. 16.11.99 

Both photos Michael B Walsh 


Y16I goes about its 
shunting duties at 
Spencer Street on 

Sat.6.11.99 


Cameron Hellings 
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X44-S301-X48 on an up extra Tocumwal goods at Mangalore on Mon.10.1.00 


Peter Foote 


X CLASS : 22 
ACTION 


Below: EL62-4716-X38 lead 4168 freight for Lachlan Valley Rail Freight at Asquith 


on Fri.14.1.00 Jamie Fisher 
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TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


DETAILS OF THE 
CANCELLED 1949 AND 1952 
ROYAL TOURS 


More detail on the timetables for the 
cancelled 1949 and 1952 Royal tours 
have become available since the article 
on No. 5 State Car was published in 
NewsralL. This information is repro- 
duced below. 


1949 TOUR 


It was planned to start the Royal tour 
of Australia by the King and Queen 
and Princess Margaret on 4 April 1949 
in NSW and conclude the tour on 11 
June 1949 in Western Australia. The 
Royal party was scheduled to visit 
Victoria from 11 May to 25 May 1949. 


Days on which the Royal party was 
scheduled to travel by train were: 


m= 11 May 1949 — Flinders Naval Base 
(dep. 10 45) to Melbourne, presum- 
ably Flinders Street (arr. not 
recorded. 


13 May 1949 — Sale (dep. 12 15) to 
Morwell (arr. 14 20). It was planned 
to stop at Traralgon (13 00 to 
13 20). 


m 13 May 1949 — Yallourn (dep. 
15 20) to Melbourne, presumably 
Flinders Street (arr. 18 20). It was 
planned to stop at Warragul (16 15 
to 16 35). 


16 May 1949 — Rochester (dep. 
15 55) to unknown destination (pre- 
sumably the train was stabled 
overnight somewhere between 
Castlemaine and Maryborough). It 
was planned to stop at Bendigo 
(17 00 to 18 00). 


17 May 1949 — Unknown departure 
station to unknown destination (pre- 
sumably the train was stabled 
overnight somewhere between 
Hamilton and Warrnambool). It was 
planned to stop at Maryborough 
(10 00 to 10 20), Ballarat (11 45 to 
12 45), Ararat (14 45 to 15 05) and 
Hamilton (17 20 to 17 40). 


18 May 1949 — unknown departure 
station to Melbourne, presumably 
Spencer Street (arr. 18 10). It was 
planned to stop at Warrnambool 
(10 00 to 10 30), Terang (11 15 to 
11 35), Camperdown (12 05 to 
12 25), Colac (13 15 to 13 35), 
Winchelsea (14 45 to 15 05) and 
Geelong (15 50 to 16 50). 


25 May 1949 — Spencer Street (dep. 
10 30) to Adelaide (arr. not 
recorded). It was planned to stop at 
Horsham (16 30 to 17 15). 


1952 TOUR 


It was planned to start the Royal 
tour of Australia by Princess Elizabeth 
and the Duke of Edinburgh in Western 
Australia on 1 March 1952 and con- 
clude the tour on 1 May 1952 in 
Queensland. The Royal couple was 
scheduled to visit Victoria on 15 March 
and then South Australia on 16 March. 
It was planned to re-visit Victoria from 
17 March to 27 March. 

Days on which the Royal couple was 
scheduled to travel by train were: 


m@ 20 March 1952 — Sale (dep. 12 00) 
to Flinders Street (arr. 18 30). The 
following stops were planned: 
Traralgon (12 50 to 13 20), Yallourn 
(14 15 to 15 30) and Warragul 
(16 25 to 16 55). 


m 24 March 1952 — Spencer Street 
(dep. 10 15) to Shepparton (arr. 


13 30). It was planned to drive 
the Royal couple to Elmore via 
Mooroopna, ‘Tatura, Byrnside and 
Stanhope. 


m 24 March 1952 — Elmore (dep. 
15 46) to Ballarat Racecourse (no 
arr. time given). The following stops 
were planned: Bendigo (16 30 to 
17 30), Castlemaine (18 00 to 18 20) 
and Maryborough (19 30 to 19 45). 
Stabled overnight at Ballarat Race- 
course. 


m 25 March 1952 — Ballarat Race- 
course (no dep. time given) to 
Wendouree (arr. 10 00). 


25 March 1952 — Ballarat East (dep. 
11 00) to Spencer Street (arr. 14 25). 
It was planned to stop at Geelong 


(13 25 to 14 25). 


CORRECTION 


Page 52: February 2000, Rare Locos. 
GM36 was not on the Western stan- 

dard gauge line. It was sighted at 

Gheringhap on the broad gauge. 


The coat of arms for the Royal Train that was scheduled to take place in March 
1952 being fitted to R704 at Newport Workshops in January 1952. R704 did 
not officially enter service until Fri.22.2.52 Department of Infrastructure. M-2776 
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Where is 1? 


The answer to last month’s question: The signal shown This month’s question: Our photo this month was sent to us 
was Post No. 10 at Castlemaine and controlled down by Bruce Irving from Maryborough in Queensland and he 


would like us to identify where it was taken and approximately 
movements from the back platform road and No. 4 road when, as he does not have a date or location for the photo. 


towards the down northern mainline or towards the goods Please address any answer to Barry Eadie, | Nolan Road, 
yard. All signals except the distant signal were controlled Emerald, Victoria 3782 to reach him by Sat.18.3.00. 
from A box. The distant was worked from B box. Go to it. 


COMING SOON! 


Travels by Trainor presents a 
fascinating glimpse into the 
working life of a Victorian 
Railwayman. It features 
reminiscences and anecdotes 
written in 1978 by the late 
Douglas Trainor, a V.R. 
employee from 1921 to 1931. 
Due to be published in May, 
this soft-cover book of 112 
pages features Doug’s stories 
from around the V.R. system. 


RAILWAY MUSEUM 


OPEN EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
(EXCEPT CHRISTMAS Day AND 
GooD FRIDAY) 

12 NOON - 5 PM 


Profusely illustrated with topical 
photographs, maps, documents, 
timetables etc. A ‘must read’! 


PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER 


Order now to reserve your copy of Travels by Trainor at the special 
pre-publication price of $17.50 including packing and postage 
within Australia. RRP will be around $20 when published in May. 


ALSO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS — 
WEDNESDAYS | - 4 PM 


MID-WEEK VISITS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
PHONE 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 


Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Enclose this Order Slip (or a copy) with payment only by Cheque or 


Money Order payable to John E. Thompson (publisher) and send to: 
Trainor Book, P.O. Box 5081, Heathwood, Victoria 3134. 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines for sale in the shop. For a list please 
send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187. 
Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Offers invited for the purchase of one Master Controller ex VR Tait train. It is a rare British 
Thompson-Houston Type C 35 BB, similar to the common GE Type C 35 G. Good condition. 
Please contact Wes Rogers, |5 Kalonga Court, Glen Waverley, 3150. Phone (03) 9560 5925 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for the 
asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. recently. Write, 
ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: 
(03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always interested in buying your surplus railway and 
tramway books, tickets, badges, postcards, etc. 


WANTED 


From Tait or similar cars, goose neck carriage light brass bits and pieces. Lampshades and 
collars, ceramic E/S lamp holders. Also luggage rack. Phone Graham on (03) 9758 3726. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, PO Box 
342, Mulgrave 3170. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month.All advertisers 
are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any advertisement as they 
contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on request. Charges: Based 
on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 4 lines 
per month. 
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BACKWARDS 


Mail Order Specialists - 
phone, fax, write or Internet! 
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Australia’s largest range of railway, tramway 
and bus material — magazines, books, 
videos, railway ephemera (including internal 
railway books), models, slides, photographs, 
audio tapes, badges, posters, postcards, 
mugs, etc., etc.! 
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Write, phone or fax us now 
for a copy of our current list! 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


40 Market Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
Phone/Fax (03) 9621 2238 
www — http://railfan.webmania.com.au// 


BRANCH LINE 


Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and @ansiuatie Hobby Equipment 
490 Dorset Rd., Croydon, Victoria, 3136 Phone: 9723 1211 
Fax: 9723 5432 Website: www.branchline.com.au 
Email: trains@branchline.com.au 
HOURS: MON-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 am. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 am. - 6.30 p.m. 10 am. - 9 p.m. 9am.-5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 
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MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 am. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 am. to 12 noon. 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.S.W. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


STEAMRAIL 


SUNDAY 26 MARCH, 16 APRIL 
MELBOURNE TO GEELONG 
Travel by heritage steam train to Geelong and return 
by luxury Port Phillip Bay cruise (or cruise then 
train). Spend the day exploring the redeveloped 
tourist precinct of Geelong and all it has to offer- 


*National Wool Museum (discounted entry) 
*Ford Discovery Centre (discounted entry) 
*Steampacket and Botanical Gardens 
*Restaurants, Pubs and Cafes 

eEastern Beach and Cunningham Pier 
*International Seafood Fair (26/3 only) 

For Information and phone bookings, please contact: 


Steamrail Victoria Inc. on (03) 9397 1953 bh 


WWW .STEAMRAIL.GCOM.AU 
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